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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you~JOHN xxiii. 34. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


“© We shall all be changed.”’—Paul. 


TueERE is nothing more common than 
to hear popular preachers, endeavour- 
ing to enforce upon their audience, the 
necessity of immediate repentance, and 
consequent reform of life, by assuring 
them thatif death should surprise them 
while they are yet in their sins, their 
case will be without remedy, as the 
same sinful state and disposition, in 
which they quitted this world, will be 
theirs throughout the wasteless ages of 
eternity, aggravated, however, by the 
consciousness which they will have of 
the atrocity of their conduct, with an 
incapability of turning from it, however 
much may be their desire; and this 
doctrine they are very apt to confirm, 
by quoting words like these, “ As the 
tree falls so shall it lay ;” “As death 
leaves us, so judgment finds us;” words 
which have no place whatever in the 
scriptures of divine truth. 

The actions of mankind appear to be 
considered, by the majority of divines, 
too much in relation to their supposed 
effects upon the Creator, and too little 
with respect to their influence on them- 
selves and their fellow-men.* And, on 





* Nothing which we created mortals are able 
to perform, can either benefit or detriment the 
Author of eur existence ; what concer: theref: re 
he takes in our doings, regards our good alone; 
nor can our future good be forwarded by any 
thing not also conducive to our present advan- 
tage. According as our actions affect either 
ourselves or others, so are they either virtuous or 
vicious ; not only because they fulfil or offend 
against any written precept or revealed law, but 
because their effects are either profitable or 
hurtful to society, which the laws of particular 
communities may not always consult It is thes: 
effects which estimate the merit and demerit of 
all we do, and are the foundation of all our ideas 
of right and wrong. It is true, the intention, so 
far as it can be discovered, ought to be taken into 
the sccount; since an attention to that, may tend 
greatly to aggravate, extenuate, or increase tlie 
merit of a person’s conduct Thus it is that 
virtue and vice, even in this world, produce their 
own reward souner or later; Not entirely by tie 
2xternal advantages or Gisadyantages which re- 


the other hand, the merciful dealings of 
God towards our sinful race, are too 
much restricted by them, to time and 
space. The grave they represent as 
the great point where the reformation 
of the creature for ever ceases, and the 
desire of God for his happiness, and 
conversion to holiness, however much 
it might previously have been, becomes 
extinct or rather reversed. 

The only true God, however, we are 
assured by the scriptures, is an un- 
changeable being—the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever. The change of 
condition in man, can have on him no 
impression whatever. If then it can be 
proved to our satisfaction, that it ever 
was God’s will that man should be re- 
covered from his fallen condition, and 
become holy, and consequently happy, 
(and we have full assurance that such 
is his will,) the same will, will continue 
his, whether we consider man as cloth- 
ed about with this body of clay, or as 
having passed the gates of death, and 
landed on the shores of eternity. ‘It 
had no point of beginning—no event 
can change it. Time itself shall cease, 
but the end of time shall not limit it. 

Let us then turn to “ the only true 
record,” to learn what is the disposition 
of God with respect to the human race, 
and we will find that while we were yet 
sinners, God loved us, ( fohn iii. 16— 
Romans v.8.—t Fohn iv. 9,19.)—tur- 
ther, that it is a knowledge of this love 
that constrains us to love him, (om. 
i1.4.) to keep his holy commandments, 
and that it is it alone that causes us to 
repent of our transgressions, and con- 
stitutes afterwards the substance of our 
happiness, (1 Yohn, chap. iv. passim.) 

From the scriptures we will learn 
that God’s pleasure never consisted in 
the eternal death of the sinner, but that 





suit to the subject of them, which, though gene 
rally, are not always proportionable,* but «iso by 
that inward consciowsness, which comforts us 
wil, acalm serenity, or torments us with anxious 





inguictude and unavailing remorse. 


oe 


on the contrary, he should turn from 
his sin and live. (Ezekiel xxxiii. 11.) 
We may then rest perfectly assured, 
that on the morning of the resur- 
rection, the full and unbounded love 
of God will still beam upon the sinner, 
and that it will lose none of its healing 
powers, because he no longer views his 
dealings towards him, as through a 
glass darkly. 

If the popular doctrine were to be 
admitted, its admission would prove 
too much, and consequently nothing. 
Is there, I would ask, even among those 
who are looked upon as having received 
that miraculous change of heart, so 
much insisted upon by orthodox chris- 
tians, one, who Is capable in the same 
state in which he quitted this world, 
of entering upon and enjoying without 
alloy, the happiness of the blessed ? 
Have they not all, whilst in this world, 
even to their latest day, seasons of dark- 
ness and of despondency? Have they 
not all occasion, like Paul, often to ex- 
claim that the law of their minds is 
rebelled against by the law of their 
members, so that when they would do 
good, evil is present with them? (Rom. 
chap. vii. passim.) Does temptation 
never assail them? If they answer not 
in the affirmative, they deceive them- 
selves, and the truth is not in them. If 
now it be true, that the grave seals 
eternally the characters of mankind ; 
this state of warfare between their wills 
and inclinations must continue there, 
without their being possessed of any 
greater capability of resisting the temp- 
tation, even after they have passed 
from death into eternal life. Hence 
admit this doctrine, and you prove that 
the elect of. God themselves can never 
be perfectly happy. 


scripture to assure us, that we shallall 
undergo a change, even after death? 
Does not the apostle Paul teach this 





doctrine, when he, in describing the 


But have we not the evidence of 
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general resurrection, declares, that the 
dead are sown in corruption, but are 
raised in incorruption—that they are 
sown in weakness, but raised in power 
—that they are sown in dishonour, but 
are raised in honour—that they are 
sown a natural body, but are raised a 
spiritual body ? And again, “ Flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
heaven, neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption—behold I shew you a 
mystery, we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed—in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump, for the trump shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed—for this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal, immortality.” (1 Corin- 
thians, chap. xv.) There is much other 
scripture to the same effect, but let the 
above suffice. 

I would not wish the above obser- 
vations to be understood to lessen in 
any way, the necessity and importance 
of the sinner’s repentance: on the con- 
trary, I consider repentance as the only 
means, by which the sinner can become 
reconciled to God, and enter by faith 
upon the enjoyment of heaven. While 
man remains unrepentant, he continues 
in a state of condemnation, alienated 
from the life of God by reason of the 
ignorance that is in him. Other con- 
siderations, however, should be held 
out to him to induce him to repent, 
than those mentioned in the com- 
mencement of this essay, which have 
neither reason nor scripture for their 
support. % # % 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


No. IL. 


No prophecy of the scripture, is of 
any private interpretation. For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 

host. 

There is a spirit in man: and the in- 
spiration of the Almighty giveth them 





These words spake Jesus—I have 
glorified thee on earth: I have finished 
the work thou gavest me todo. And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self, with the glory which I 
had with thee before the world was. 

Ihave given unto them the words 
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received them, and have known surely 
that I came out from thee, and they 
have believed that thou didst send me. 

Thou lovedst me before the foun- 
dation of the world. 

That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have look- 
ed upon, and our hands have handled, 
of the word of life: 

(For the life was manifested, and we 
have seen it, and bear witness, and 
shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and was manifest- 
ed unto us;) 

That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship withus: and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his son Jesus Christ. 

Ihave not written unto you, because 
ye know not the truth, but because ye 
know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
Who is a liar, but he that denieth that 
Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, 
that denieth the Father and the Son. 

Whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath notthe Father. Let that therefore 
abide in you, which ye have heard from 
the beginning. If that which ye have 
heard from the beginning, shall remain 
in you, ye also shall continue in the 
Son, and in the Father. 

This is his commandment; that we 
should believe on the name of his son 
Jesus Christ. 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world. 

Hereby know ye the spirit of God: 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is of God: 

And every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, 
is not of God: And this is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come; and even 
now already is it in the world. 

He that loveth not, knoweth not God, 
for God is love. In this was mani- 
fested the love of God towards us, be- 
cause that God sent his only begotten 
son into the world, that we might live 
through him. 

Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another. 


love one another, God dwelleth in us, 
and his love is perfected in us. 

Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, because he hath 
given us of his spirit. 

And we have seen and do testify, 
that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. 

This is love, that we walk after his 
commandments. ‘This is the command- 
ment, that as ye have heard from the 
beginning, ye should walk in it. 

For many deceivers are entered into 
the world, who confess not that Jesus 
Christ iscome in the flesh. This is a 
deceiver, and an antichrist. 

Look to yourselves, that we lose not 
those things which we have wrought, 
but that we receive a full reward. 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abi- 
deth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the uoc- 
trine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. 

If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed : 

For he that biddeth him God speed, 
is partaker of his evil deeds. ARELI. 
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As I am a friend to free and candid 
discussion, it gives me pleasure to ob- 
serve, that R. C. has brought forward 
remarks on what I had written, and 
which appeared in Nos. 7and 8, of the 
Christian Messenger. I agree with 
R. C. that in Phil. ii. 1—12. the apos- 
tle recommends to the Christians, the 
same love and condescension, the same 
mind which was also in Christ Jesus. 
The apostle does not recommend /ite- 
rally the example of Christ there ex- 
pressed ; (for that was impossible to 
be followed;) but the same principle, 
the disposition of mind, which would 
lead them not to confine their views to 
their own interests only ; but that every 
one should consider the circumstances 
of others, and to deny themselves for 
the benefit of others, whose situation 
required such a sacrifice. 
Such had been the condescension of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who loved the 
people who were given him by his God 
and Father; that according to the will 
of God, he emptied himself of that glo- 


rious dignity, which the apostle styles 


Nolpog?s Oxed, the form of God, and took on 








which thou gavest me ; and they have 


man hath seen God at any time, If we 





him the form of a servant. 
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S John 1.1—3. He was in the beginning 


they are seriously persuaded that it is 


Ziddress of the Father to the Son, from 


I had stated that the name God, is 
an official title, and expresses all the 
offices of a governor and judge, in re- 


lation to the people governed. That in 
the highest sense, and underived, it is 
peculiar to the Father. It had been 
given by him to men, and far above all 
other men, to the Son. It constituted 
that glory which he had with the Father 
before the world. was, and of which he 
had emptied himself, that he might 
finish as a servant, the work which the 
Father had given him to do. Having 
finished that work, he earnestly prayed 
to the Father, that the glory which he 
had formerly possessed might be res- 
tored tohim, John xvii. 5. and the New 
Testament bears ample testimony that 
his prayer was granted, that God had 

lorified him, and exalted him far 
above all things and names in the crea- 
tion of God. Having given to him the 
fulness of divine power and authority 
in heaven and earth, he is the image of 
the invisible God. Colos. i. 15. Invested 
with universal dominion, he is God 
over all and blessed for ever. Rom. ix. 
5. He was the first born of every crea- 
ture ; for? him were all things created 
that are in heaven,and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones, 
dominions, principalities or powers, all 
things were created by him, and for him, |: 
and he is before all things, and by him 
all things consist. Col. i. 15-17. See also, 


with God and was God. All things 
were by him, and w ithout him not any 
ae was that was. Compare also Heb. 

i. 10, &c. and thou, Lord, in the begin 
ning, hast laid the foundations of the 
earth; and the heavens are the works of 
thy hands,&c. Iknow that some, who 
maintain that. our Lord had no ex- 
istence until about 1800 years ago, con- 
sider this passage as a ‘declaration of 
the Father’s immutability; and no doubt 


so. Were it admitted to be, as it ap- 
pears to me, it would be unfavourable 
o their views; because it would shew 
from an unquestionable source, that 
uur Lord existed and possessed glory 
vith the Father before the world was. 
To me this passage appears to have 
een introduced by the apostle, as an 
Psa. cii. 25. in answer to the prayer of 
he Son in verse 24. J said, O my God, 
ake me not away in the midst of my 


4 
the flesh 7? 


no difference. ‘The apostle intr widlaces 
itas the address to the Son, as in verses, 


would have been foreign to the whole 
scope of the apostle’s argument in this 
place; which was not to set forth the 
immutability of God, (which to the 
Hebrew nation must have appeared a 
work of supererogation,) but to shew 
the dignity of the Son of God. We 
are told, Heb.i. 2. that God constituted 
or made the ages by the Son, ruling 
or upholding all things by his powerful 
word, or word of his power. 


the scripture on the subject, I do not 
perceive the impropriety of saying, 
“The title God, appears to have be- 
longed to our Lord before he came in 
Mr. Wakefield’s reading, 
though not aliteral translation of Philip. 
1.6. yet expresses the sense, viz. that 
our Lord emptied himself of the form 
of God, by taking the form ofa’servant, 
that is, when the word became flesh. 
John i. 14. Or when he took part of 
flesh and blood. Heb. ii.14. The other 
translations referred to, amount to the 
same thing; and if the humility of our 
Lord is not very apparent in the New 
Testament, I do not know what is very 
apparent. There appears, however, 
some difference respecting what con- 
stitutes the form of God or divine form. 
The form, or image of God, ascribed to 
Jesus Christ, cannot consist in any ex- 
ternal figure. I have already stated my 
idea, that it consists in the possession 
of divine authority, and power to per- 
form all the functions proper for a 
righteous ruler and judge to perform. 
(Concluded in a next Number.) by 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Question. For what purpose was 
Christ manifested in the flesh—for 
what did he suffer temptation and sor- 
row, persecution and pain—for what 
did he expire upon the cross in bloody 
agony? 

Answer. Christ took upon himself 
the nature of man, suffered and died, 
that he might save sinners from theirjt 
sins, for the scriptures declare, ‘The 
Son of God was manifested, that he 





lays. Whether the Psalmist understood 
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this as referring to Christ or not, makes 
6 and 8th, and connected with these: 
for there is nothing like an address to 


the Father in the whole chapter, nor 
perhaps in the whole book. Indeed it 


Considering the ample testimony of 
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1 John iii. 8. “He was manifested to 
take away our sins.” 1 Johniii. 5.— 
‘“‘ He came into the world to save sin- 
ners.” Timothy 1. 15. “ Christ died 
for our sins.” Corinthians xv. 3. “ He 
died for the ungodly.” Romans v. 6. 

2. Did Christ come into the world 
to save all sinners, or did his com- 
mission extend only to a certain elect 
number? 

A. The scriptures expressly declare, 
that “* We see Christ, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the suf- 
ferings of death, crowned with glory 
and honour; that he, by the grace of 
God, should taste death or everv man.” 
Mebrews:3 ii. 9. That “the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquities of us all.” 
Isaiah lili. 6. That “ he gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.” 17 imothy i iil. 8. That “he is 
the Saviour of ail men, especially of 
those that believe.’ 1 Timothy iv. 2. 
And “as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” 1 Co- 
rinthians xv. 24. 

Q; Did Christ accomplish the pur- 
pose e for which he came into the world? 
A. A contrary supposition would be 
little less than blasphemy ; but we have 
an answer from one who cannot lie— 
Christ himself in his prayer at the feast 
of the passover, declares, ‘‘ Father, I 
have finished the work thou gavest me 
to do.” John xvii. 4 

If then Christ came into the world, 
at the command of the Father, to save 
not a part, but the whole of the vast 
family of mankind, and if, as he him- 
self declares, he has accomplished the 
work which he came to perform, it is 
self evident, that there is not a single 
son or daughter of Adam, but must 
finally be perfectly holy, and conse- 
quently happy. * % * 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 
NO. XL 
“ Omnia explorate; bonum tenete.”—Pavtts, 


Ir is desirable, when we see quota- 
tions, unless it be quotations from 
scripture, with which every one is sup- 
posed to be familiarly acquainted, the 
authority referred to should be named, 
that we may know what credit to attach 
toit: and even scripture references are 
matters of convenience to most rea- 
ders, as they may wish to consult the 





might destroy the works of the devil.”’ 


passage in its connexion. Z. therefore, 
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will excuse us for finding a little fault 
with him, for quoting human and di- 
vine testimony, in the same celumn, 
(see page 42,) without any reference, 
as though both were to be considered 
of equal authority: for though human 
testimony may be correct, yet the rea- 
der should know that, after all, it is 
but human authority. That God never 
will act inconsistent with, or contra- 
dictory to, his own will and purpose 
which he purposed in himself before 
the foundation of the world, may be 
most clearly inferred from the immuta- 
bility of his own nature, (Eph. 1.4.9.) is 
a truth that will not be denied by any 
one who is capable of reasoning from 
cause to effect: but that God did immu- 
tably and “‘unchangeably” decree “ from 
all eternity,” every minute circumstance 
and event which now take place, ‘is 
a truth” (if it be one) not so clear; and 
to which we cannot attach any “ great 
importance.” “ That what God hath 
ee he will assuredly accom- 
plish,” may be inferred from the im- 
mutability of his nature: (see Mal. iii. 
6. James i. 17.) but we must know 
more of God than we do at present, 
and more perhaps than ever will be 
known by created beings, before we can 
say that no new thoughts, motives or 
purposes can be originated in the mind 
of Deity! ‘ The things of God 
knoweth no man, but the spirit of God.” 
1 Cor. ii. 11. And it will be readily 
perceived that the idea of new thoughts, 
new motives, new purposes, originating 
in the mind of God, though they may 
be perfectly consistent with all his for- 
mer motives and purposes, is altogether 
incompatible with the idea, that ‘*God 
hath decreed in himself from all eter- 
nity—all things whatsoever come to 
pass!” These ideas are flung out as 
mere suggestions, which the reader 
will do wellto weigh and duly consider: 
they are not designed to oppose the 
reasoning of Z. whichis deemed, on the 
whole, correct ; but the quotation at the 
head of his piece, as stated above, as- 
Serts more than is necessary to support 
the truth or correctness of his reason- 
ing; and before we can subscribe to it, 
it must be proved that no new thoughts, 
new motives, &c. can be originated in 
the mind 6f God! R. C. would shrink 
from such an undertaking! Perhaps it 
wii be as difficult to conceive how all 


things, which haye beeh and will be, 


God at one and the same time, and at 
all times, as to conceive how new ideas 
might be originated. Who by searching 
can “find out God?” Job. xi. 7. 
Weare happy to see the pertinent 
answers, to the questions proposed by 
“« Quesitor,’ and hope they will be sa- 
tisfactory. ‘T. is taking a larger view 
of the subject : and it gives us pleasure 
to perceive, that he does not hesitate to 
assert, what has long been the opinion 
of R. C. viz. “The doctrine of never 
ending misery cannot be found in the 
scriptures, in any other way than by 
mistranslations, which it surely ought 
to be a part of the business of the 
preachers to correct.’ For further 
light on this subject, see Lectures on 
the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence, 
p- 189—199. R. C. 





O 
No. XII. 
“ Omnia explorate; bonum tenete.”— Paves 

In the piece signed Z. under the 
head “ Predestination,” concluded on 
page 46, the writer is either too inexpli- 
cit, or else wanting in propriety. 

He says, “sinis the violation of a 
law, which violation produces suffer- 
ing,” &c. to which statement we do not 
object: but, then, before he concludes, 
he says, “¢ This then is the origin of 
sin, its author is the Author of all 
things!” What does Z. mean by 
author? Does he not mean the sameas 
he would have meant, by the word 
origin or cause? And if he does, as he 
admits that “sin is a violation of the 
law,” does he not admit, that God 
violates his own law? This cannot be 
his meaning—and yet this construction 
might be put upon his words! He had 
just quoted the passage, “lust when it 
conceived, brought forth sin.” Now, 
whatis /vst but unlawful desire? and 
will he say that God is the author of 
unlawful desire? Either the mind of 
Z..is not perfectly clear, on this sub- 
ject, or else his language is not sufhi- 
ciently guarded. If it be proper to say 
that God is the author of sin, merely 
because he has not seen fit to prevent it, 
the conclusion of Z. might be justified ; 
but upon this principle we might say, 
that God is the author of ignorance, for 
he has not prevented it! Sin is an 
effect, and its cause will be found 
in the dnperfection of the creature ; 
hence there is no more _ propriety 
in saying that God is the author of 


the author of imperfection ! The fact is, 
in the sense in which it may be said, 
that God is the author of any thing, in 
that sense that thing is not sin. God 
is the author of man, he is of course 
the author of all the perfection. which 
man possesses; but still man is imper- 
fect, and that he is so is not sin; yet, x 
sin, as was undoubtedly foreseen, has HJ _ 
grown out of this imperfection. a 
Sin, therefore, as ‘sin, can be traced 
no farther than the motive of the sinner, 
which exists only in man. But, take 
the most sinful act we can imagine, 
and abstract it entirely from the motive 
of the sinner, by which alone we can 
connect the act, with causes which by 
originated in God, and sin is entirely 


abstracted from the act. This shows i P= 


















that the cause of sin is wholly in the of 
motive of the sinner; remove the cause, co 
therefore, and you remove the effect ad 
with it. As, for example, abstract the up 
circumstances attending the history of mm P** 
Joseph, entirely from the motive of his fj P® 
wicked brethren, and you place that jm 2#' 
event on causes which may be traced to Lo 
God, who meant it unto good: what then hin 
is tobe considered the effect ? Answer, wap 
the salvation of the lives of much people! I 2 
This certainly is not sin. Joseph him- oft 
self was richly repaid for all that he oe 
suffered; whilst the blessing which rs 
fell on his head, extended to many who dea: 
had no hand in the matter, as it relates nav 
to Joseph. R. C. eee 
(Concluded in our next Number.) velit 
rm it d 
TO SUBSCRIBERS. did 
As a few subscribers have notified to Mr. to w 
Gardner, their intention of discontinuing the 
Messenger, after the first quarter, we have Heh 
thought proper to mention, that the conditionsfi/do n 


of the paper arm expressly—“ Sudscription fer 
one year,’—and Payable quarterly in advance” 
Therefore, Mr. Gardner has the full claim of one 
year’s subscription, according to the original 
terms, Whether the peper is taken or not. 
O 
PRESBY TERIANISM 


versus 
PRESBYTERIANISM. 


Tu1s work mentioned in the Mes 
senger, No. 10, 1s now in print, and fo 
sale at this office; price 124 cents. 
Upwards of seven hundred copies art 
already disposed of ; and as the work 
is still in type, persons at a distance 
if application be made soon,’ can be 
supplied with them, at $4 per hundred. 
It is a work which strikes at the very 
root of Calvinism! 











could have been present in the mind of 


sin, than there is in saying, God is 





